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ue humble Petition of the Commiſſioners of the geuerall 
* Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland, met at 
Edinborough, Jan. 4 1643. 
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Vr ſilence and ceaſing to preſent before your 
LMajeſtie our humble thoughts and defires 
\ I atchis time of common danger to Religi-, 
on, to your Majeſtics ſacted Perſon, your 
Crown and Poſterity, and to all your Ma- 
jeſties Dominions., were impiety againſt 
W Dod, unthankſulneſſe and diſloyalty 
againſt your Majeſtie, and indirect approbation and hard- 
ning of the Adverſaries of Truth and Peace in their wicked 
wayes, and cruelty againſt our Brethren, ly ing in ſuch depths; 
of affliction and anguiſh of Spirit. Any one of which ciimes 
- wercin us, above all others, unexcuſable, and would prove 
us moſt unworthy of the truſt committed unto us. The, 
flame of this common combuſtion: hath almoſt devourcd, 
Ireland, is now waſting the Kingdom of England, and we 
cannot tell how ſoon it ſhall enter upon our ſelves and ſet 
this your Majeſties moſt ancient and native Kingdom on. 
fire. If in this wofuil caſe and lamentable condition of your = 
Majeſties Dominions all others ſhould be filers, igbchoverbs « 
us to ſpcake; and if our * and Pennes ſhould ceale,; 
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cerneth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſo much in is 


Majeſtie in Your Honour, the Kirk of England (which we 
ought to tender asour on boyells, and whoſe rebrmation 
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is the Mg 98 
1 con der ho Ha iir, en Popilhly a . 
. bon time / found Peac and eaſe under the 
21” Hereor, how many of the Prelaticall Faction have 
heir life and being; how many prophane and 
Maly men do feare the Yoke of Chriſt, and are unwilli 

o ſubmit themſclves to the obedience of the Goſpell, — 
jo many there be whole cyes are dazled with the externall 
pomp and glory of the Kirk, whoſe mindes are miſcarryed 


Lk 


Mvich a conccipt of the governing of the Kirk by the rules of 


hey amane policic,and whoſe hearts arc affrighted with the ap- 


prchenſions of the dangerous conſequences which may en- 


ing of ſuc upon alterations. But when Your Majeſtic, in Your 
d nog. Princely and Religious Wiſdom , ſhall remember, from the 
ſuch T Accords of former times, how againſt the Gates of Hell, the 
ul be | force and fraud of worldly and wicked men, and all Panick 
omg | feares, of danger, the Chriſtian Religion was firſt plantcd, 
by a and the Chriſtian Kirk thereafter reformed ; and from the 
tes condition of the preſent times, how many from the experi- 
of ence of tho xyranny of Prelatesare afraid to diſcover them⸗- 
{le ſelves, leſt they be revenged upon them hereafter, whereas 
2 Prelicy being removed they would openly profeſſe what 
be they are. and joyn with others in the way of Reformation, 
F All obſtacles and difficulties ſhall be bur matter of the ma; 
7 nifeſtation of the power of God, the principall Worker; and 


the means of the greater glory to Your Majeſtie the prime 
Inſtrument ä 
The intermixture of the Government of Prelates, with the 
cl vill State, mentioned in Y our Majeflies Anſwer to our for- 
mer Petition, being taken away, and the right government by 
Aſſemblies, whic his to be ſeen in all che reformed Kirks, and 
wh-rcin the agreement will be eaſie, being ſetled; the Kirk 
and Religion will be more pure and free of mixture, and the 
civil Governnicnt more ſound and firm, that government of 
the Kirk muſt ſuit beſt with the civill State, and bemoſt = | 
. _ ; | OS i u 


Wach wh Aue 
Nag If ie (hall p hole hand is 
vrt of the King, asghe Rivers of waters, to turn it whi- 
ſoever he will, to incline Your Majeſties heart to this 
rough Reformation, no more to tolerate the Maſſe, or any 
& Part of Rormiſn Superſtition, or Tyranny, and to command 


yoff that all good m̃eans be uſed for the converſion of Your 


Princely Conſort the Queens Majeſtic C which is alſs the 
humble deſire of this whole Kirk and Kingdom) Your joynt 
\ comforts ſhall be multiplyed, above the dayes of Youraffli- 
tion, to Your incredible Joy, Your glory ſhall ſhine in 
orightneſſe, above all Your Royall Progenitors, to the admi- 
ration of the world, and the terror of Your Enemies, and 


| Your Kingdoms ſo farre abound in Righteouſneſſe, Peace 


and Proſperity , above all that hath been in former Genera- 
tions * they ſhall ſay, It is good for us that we have been 
flit e 
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AESTIES 30 
f 10 9225 
late PETITION preſented unto Him by 
the hands of Mr. Alexander Henderſon, from 


the Commiſſionets of the generall Aſſem- 
bly of the Church of Scotlana. 


BE received lately a Petition from pou, 
J by the hands of Maſter Alexander Hen- 

derſon, Co the which Be intended to 
have given an Anſwer, as ſoon as we 
had tranſacted the bulinelle with the 
other Commrſſioners addzeſled to Ug 
from the Conſervatozs of the Treaty 
fthat Our Kingdom:But the ſame to be pub⸗ 
liſhed in int, and to be thozowout Dur 
Kingdom, to the great danger of Dcandalling of Our 
well-affected Subjects, who may interpꝛet the bitter» 
neſle and ſharpneſle of ſome Expzelſions not to be ſo a- 
greeable to that Regard and Reverence which 1s due 
to Our Perſon, and the matter it ſelf to be repzoach- 
full to the Honour and Conſtitution of this Kingdom, 
We have been compelled the moꝛe ſtrictip to examine 
as well the authoꝛity of the Petitioners, as the matter 


of the Petition it ſelf, and to publich Our opinion of 

both, that Our Subjects of both Kingdoms may ſee 

how equally juſt and ſenſible we are of the Laws, and 

Honour of both Our Kingdoms, oy 

And firſt, upon peruſall of the Petition, we re- 
8 B 2 quired 


Wo. 


who vzoUughyr this. Perition 
him, are qualified to interms ſo fora”, 
to their Juriſdiction , and dt fo great concernment 
this Our Kingdom of England. Mpon examination 
ereof, and in defence of the Laws and Godernment 
of this Dur Kingdom, which We are truſted and ſwoꝛn 
to defend; we muſt pzofeile that the Petitioners , 02 
the generall Allembly of Dur Church of Scotland have 
not the leaſt Autyozity 02 1714 to intermeddle oꝛ in⸗ 
terpoſe in the Allaires of this Kingdom oz Church, 


— 


which are ſetled and eftabliſhed by the pzoper Laws of 
this Land, and till they be altered by the lame compe- 
tent Power , cannot be inveigyed againlt without a 
due tenſe of das and this Nation, much lelle can they 
pꝛeient any advice oꝛ Declaration to Our Youſes of 
Parliament againlt the ſame,oz to that purpoſe to ſend 
any Letters, as thep have now done, to any Miniſters 


of Dur Church here, who by the Laws of this Land 
cannot coꝛreipond againt the fame. Therefoze Me do 
believe that the Petitioners, when they ſhall conſider 
how unwarranted it is by the Laws of that Kingdom, 
and how contrary it is ro the Laws of this, to the pꝛo⸗ 
feſfions they have made to each other, and how unbe- 
comming in it lelf{o2 them to require the ancient, hap⸗ 
px, and eſtabliſhed Government of the Church of Eng- 
land to be altered, and coniozmed to the Laws and 
Conſtitutions of another .Cgurc;),-will ande them- 
felves-mil-led by the Into: mation of ſome tactious 
Perſons here, who would willingly engage the Petitt- 
N11ers to foment a Difference and Diviſicn- between 
che two Kingdoms, which we have with ſo much 
Cre and Jnduftry endevoured to pꝛevent, not ya- 
ving la boured moꝛe to quench the Combuſtion in this 
Binz oom, then Me have to hinder che like from either 

devouring 


(17 ) 
ireland, oz ent bing into Scarland; whic 
hers will equally labour, will-undoubtedly be a- 
da. But Me cannot ſo eafilypalle over the mention 
N Ircnd, being moved to it by the ſcandalous Alperſi- 
P tat have been often caſt upon Us upon that Sub⸗ 
and the iſe that hath been made of the wofull 
Diſtractions of that Kingdom, as of a Seminary of 
Feares a Jealouſies to beget the like Diſtractions in 
is, and ( whichlelt they may have farther influence) 
We are the moze willing to make Our Innocence aps 
. eee 
hen farlt that hoꝛrid Rebellion began, we were in 
Dur Bingdom of Scotland, and the ſenſe e had then 
it, the expꝛeſſions Me made concerning it. the Com- 
iſſions (together with ſome other Alliſtance) we tent 
mmediately into that Kingdom, and the inftant Re- 
numendation We made of it to both our Youſes of 
darliament in England , are known to all Perſons of 
Quality there and then about Us, After Our return 
into England, Our ready concurring to all the deſires 
of both Houles that might moſt ſpeedily repꝛelle that 
Rebellion, by paſſing the Bill of Pꝛeſling, and in it a 
clauſe which quitted a Right challenged by all, and 
enjoxed by many of Our Pzedeceſlozs, by parting with 
Our Rights in the Lands Eſcheated to Us by that 
Rebellion, foꝛ the encouragement of Adventurers, by 
emptying of Our Magazines of Arms and Ammuni⸗ 
tion fo2 that ſervice (which We have fince needed fox 
Our necellary Defence and Pꝛeſervation ) by conſent- 
ing to all Bills foz the raiſing of money koꝛ the ſame, 
though containing unuluall Clauies, which truſted 
both Houſes without 138 with the manner of diſpoſing 
t. Our often p2elling boch Youles, not to neglect that 
ingdom, by being diverted by Conſiderations and 
Diſputes lelle concerning _ Kingdoms, Our * 
0 


' of ting kenne thoulan en 8 
ther, and Dur wverai rs to engage Durs N 
Koyall Perſon in the tuppꝛellion of that ho „ 0: 1 
lion, are no leſle known to all this Nation, then . 
perpetuall earneſtneſſe by Our fozraign Miniſtis to titie 
keep all manner of ſupplies from being tranſpoꝛqq p etitic 
the Relief of the Rebells, is known to ſeverall naghg. vis. 
bourtng pꝛinces, Which if all Dur good Dubjectgjath ſo 
wil: conſider, and withall how many of the men, and ate ( 
how much of the money raiſed foꝛ that end, and how comp 
nuch Time, Care and Jnduſtry have been diverteſgcbate« 
from that implopment, and imploped in this unnatuſche Co! 
rall warre againſt Us, (the true cauſe of the pzeſentþc had 
milery and want which Our Bꝛittiſh Armies there doe be le 
now endure.) they will ſoon free us from all thoſe Im e kn 
putations ſo Dcandalouſly and groundleſlely laid up⸗ chen te 
on Us, and impute the continuance of the Combuſti matter 
on of that meſerable Kingdom , the danger it this, 2 
bꝛing uxzon Our Kingdoms of England and Scotland, Chur 
and che beginning of this dolefull Deſolation, to thoſe be ſol 
who are truly guiity'ofit. = merly 
Foz unity in Religion, which is deſired, we ca mot [may b 
but ar ſ ver, That Me much appzehend leſt the Papiſt unes, 
map make ſome Advantage of that Expzeffion by con⸗Cuſto 
tinuing that Scandall with moze Authozity , which chat l 
they have ever heretoloꝛe uſed to caft upon the Refoz- 
mation. by interpꝛeting all the Differences in Cere- | 
mony, Government, oꝛ indifferent Opimons between | Bt 
leverall Pꝛoteſtant Churches, to be differences in Re || 
ligion ; And leſt Our good Sudjects of England, who 
have ever elteemed themſelves of the ſame Religion 
with you, ſhould ſuſpect themlelves to be eſteemed by 
pou to be of a contrary, And that the Religion which 
they and their Anceſtoꝛs have held ever ſince the ble lcd 
Keto2mation,and in and foz which they are reſolved to 


dre 


an 0 che Anſwer fozmerly given by us to the fozmer »-7:4, the 
Sto tition in this Argument, would have ſatisfied the 13. ot O0 


Nan 
2 


eight. vir. That the Government here eſtabliſhed by the Laws 
bjectgath ſo necre a Relation and Intermixture with the Civill 
n, and ate (which may be unknown to the Petitioners) that till 
d hon compoſed diſgeſted form be preſented to us, upon a free 
verte debate of both Flouſes, in a Parliamentary way, whereby 
nattfthe Conſent and Approbation of this whole Kingdom may 
neſenſde had, and We, and all Our Subjects may diſcern, what is 
ere doſto be left, or brought in, as well as what is to be taken away, 
e Im e know not how to conſent to any Alteration, otherwiſe 
d up⸗ then to ſuch an A tor the eaſe of tender Conſciences in the 
buſti⸗ matter of Ceremonics, as We have often offered; and that 
ng elſe that may concern the Peace of the 


be likewiſe ſent, to be preſent, and offer and debate their 


Reaſons. With this And wer the Petitioners had . eat 
pꝛe 


| | Reaſon to acquieſcę, without enlarging the matter of 

their former Petition -onely with bitter expzeſiions, 
againft the Eſtabliched Government and Laws of 
their Neighbour Nation, (as if it were contrary tothe 
by | wozd of God) with whom they have ſo lately entred 
into a ſtrict Amity and Friendſhip. - wort 
But We cannot enough wonder, That the Petitio⸗ 
ners ſhould interpole themſelves, not onely as « 2 : 
re 


ifommity in „Sößernment, ue con- At 3ri-ge- 


etitioners, and is ſo full, that we can adde little to ber, 1642. 


| __ | 14 | 
Wand Judges between us and O 8 
of r 17 777 in buli eſſe ſo wholly ci 28 
eace and Government of this Dur Bingds A 
n a matter ſo abſolutely entruſted to As, ag 5 
new Laws to conſent o2not to content to; Puck bj: 
allume and publith, That the deſire of Refozna 
in this Kingdom is in aPeaceable and Paritainent! 
way, Whenall the wond map know, That the P 
ceedings here, have been and are not onely contraryt 
all the Rules a Pzefidents of ſoꝛmer Parliaments,bi, 
deſtructive to the Freedom, P2iviledge , and Dignt 
of Parliaments themſelves; That we were firlt dube 
by Tumults , foꝛ the ſafety of Our Lite, from Oi 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and have been ir 
purſued, fought withall, and are now keptfrom thend 
by an Army raiſed and payed, as is pꝛetended, by tt 
two Douſes, which condi not ofthe fourth part of ei 
number they ought to do, the reit Herngercher d2ive 1 
from tyence by the ſame violence, oz expelled, oz 1 
pꝛiſoned fo not con to the Treafons. and un 
heard of Jnſotencies pꝛa againft das; And il thy 
Petitioners could beteevetheſe Pꝛoceedings to be in 
Peaceable and tamentary way, they were v 
unacquainted with the Oꝛder and Conftituttonofthi! 
Kingdom, and not fo fit Inſtruments to pꝛomote th: 
Refozmation and Peace they feem to defire, 
- We cannot beleeve the Intermixture ot the pꝛel 
cal Government with the Civill State, tobe 
other then a very good reafon; that the Government 
of the Church ſhould be by the Rules of human Policz 
to be other then a very good Rule, unleffe ſome other 
n well { p20ved: as pretended to be 
better warranted by God 
Ofany Bills offered us for Beko! mation, e ſhal 
not now ſpeak, 3 2 I 
on 


me TAs _ is 
have offercd and ex: eccdrofteear:; But cannot 
undes wyat Authozity-you pꝛejudge Our Judge⸗ 
d ereim. by denouncing Gods anger upon Us, and 
hazard of the lolle of the hearts ot ail Our good Sub⸗ 
8, it Me conſent not unto them. Tye intluence of fo ma⸗ 
ey” from Heaven upon the Keigns of Queen Eli-. 

eth, and Our fatyer of bleited memoꝛp, and the acknow⸗ 


nen oy | 
nts, b . 


{ſufficiently aſſure ug, That we ſhould neither ſt 
en ſind duence of ſuch Blelungs noz grieve the hearts of all the 
then Godly. noꝛ ha ard the loſle of the hearts of Our good Sub⸗ 
by ex) bects although we fill maintam in this Kingdom the fame 
tor c cltablicht Eccleſiaſtical Government , which flouriſyt in 
their times, and under their ſpeciall Pzotection. - 
we doubt not but Dur Subjects of Scotland will ref 
M goundautly ſatisfied with ſuch alterations in their own 
i Church as we have aflented unto, and not be perſwaded 
F by a meer Aﬀertion, That there is no hope of the continu⸗ 
- 1 ance of what is there ſetled by Law, unleue that be linewile 
altered which is ſetled here; And Pur Dubjects of England 
will never depart from their dutrfullaflection to das,. toꝛ not 
conſenting to new Laws, which by the Law of the Land, 
they know, we may as juſtly reject if e appꝛove not of 
them, as either Douſe hath power to pꝛepare foꝛ. oꝛ both to 
| und to As. Noz 1 SEL miſtaken either you - 
eleeve the generality of this Nation to dete a change of 
Church ⸗ Government oꝛ that moſt of thoſe who deſire it. de⸗ 
are by it to introduce that which you will onely efteeme a 
1 Kefozmation, hut are as unwilling to ſubmit to what you 
call the poke of Chailt amdobedience to the Golpell. as thole 
whom pou call pzophane and woꝛldly men. and ſo equaUy a⸗ 
verle both to Tpilcopacy and sheer, that * 
prevatie 


| _— / 5 ) * 
pꝛevaile in this particular the abolition of the wor 
be no inlet to the other, noz would your Hearts be leſle 
grieved, your expectations letle fruſtrated, pour hopes le 
aſhamed, oꝛ your Refozmation moze ſecured. 2 
And the wetitioners, upon due Conſideration, will ny 
finde themleiv:s lelle miſtaken in the Government of all th 
Re foꝛmed Churches, which they lay is by Aſlemblies, then 
they are in the beſt way of a Refozmation, which ſure ts 
beſt to be in a co nmon and oꝛdinary way, where the paſlioy 
02 interelt of particular men may not impoſe upon the put 
like, but alteration be then onely made, when, upon calme 
Debates, and evident and cleer Reaſon and convenience. 
the ſame ſhall be generally conſented to foꝛ the Peace and 
Security of the People, a thoſe who are truſted by the Law 
with ſuch debates, are not diveſted of that truſt upon a ge⸗ 
nerall charge of cozruptions pꝛetended to have entred by 
that wap, and of being the Perſons to be retoꝛmed, and ſo 
unfit to ve Uefozmers. And certainly the line Logick with 
the like charges and pꝛetences might be uſed to make the 
Parliament it ſelf an incapable Judge of any Retozmati⸗ 
on eicher in Church oꝛ State. | 
_. Foz the generall Expzeſſions in the Petition againſt Pa- 
piſts, in which the Petitioners may be underſtood to 
charge us with complyance and favour even to their opt- 
nions, nde have taken all Dccaſtons to publich to the 
woꝛld Our Pꝛactice and Reſolution in the true pꝛoteſtant 
Refozined Religion, and nde are verily per ſwaded there is 
no one Subject in either of Our Domintons, who at all 
knows Us, and hath obſerved Our Lite, but is in his 
Soule ſatisficd of Our conſtant Zeale and unremoveable 
Aﬀection to that Religion. and of Our true diſlike of, and 
hearty Oppoſitton ts Popery : And as We willingly con- 
ſented, at Our being in Scotland, toall Acts pzopoled to 
Us fo2 tye d:fcounteizancing and Refozming the Papiſts in 
that Our Kingdom, ſo by Our Pzoclamations ſoꝛ the put- 
ting 


— 


I awe everely ity 14744 IT „er ants, 
Mrekulſing "any me-Bill preſented to ws to that 
Wore inthis Kingdom, and by Our perpetuall and pub⸗ 
Pꝛoleſlions of Readinelle with the Advice of Our two 
Jules of Parliament pꝛepared fo2 s in a deliberate and 
rip way, to finde ſome expedient to perfect ſo good a 
w92k, We conceived ne had not left it pollible koꝛ anyman 
to beleeve Us guilty ot tolerating any part of the Rom ich 
urn o Superſtition. oꝛ to ſuſpect that the Converſion 
of Dur deereſt Conſoꝛt, was not ſo much Our delire, that 
the Accellion of as many Crowns as God hath already be⸗ 
owed upon Us, would be moze welcome to Us then that 
day; A Bleſling which it is Our daily Pꝛaper to the Al- 


aw mighty to beſtow upon Us. 

ge⸗ But ue might well have expected from the Petitioners, 
by who have in their ſolemn Nationall Covenant literally 
1* ſwozn ſo much Care of the ſafety of Our Perſon, and can- 
ith not but know in how much Danger that hath been and ſtill 


the is by the Power and thzeats of Rebellious Arms, that they 
th- would as well have remembzed the 23 of October, as the 5 
of November, and as well have taken notice of the Army 

Ja: raiſed and led again us by the Earl of Eſſex, which hath 
fo actually aſſaulted and endeavoured to murther Us. which 
pt- We know to abound in Bzownilts, Anabaptiſts, and other 
he Sectaries, and in which we have reaſon (by the Pziſoners 
nt We have taken, and the Evidence they have given ) to be⸗ 
leeve there are many moꝛe Papiſts (and many of thole foz- 
all raigners) then in all Our Army, as have adviled Us to 
is dis band out of the Armp of the Carl of Newcaſtle; Which is 
raiſed fo2 Our defence, the Papiſts in that Army, who are 
2d known to Le no ſuch number as to endanger their obtain⸗ 
ing any Power of building their Babell, and ſetting up their 
to Jdolatry, and whoſe Loyalty he Hath reaſon to commend 
{ thougy he was never ſuſpected fo2 favouring their Keli⸗ 
gion) not betoze that of anne but of ſuch as Rebell 

2 


under 


27 2 . 9 vb tir 398 | : _ 
under tha >. Anh.whoſe.A/ Lance is ast 
the Law of God and Man, fo reſcue us fronvdl 
Rebellion, as to defend dis from fozraign invaſion, 
we think no man dentes to be Lawfull toꝛ them to da. 
We do ſolemnly declare and pꝛoteſt, That God ſhall x) 
ſooner free s from the deſperate q rebelliougArms tas 
up againſt das, but me ſhall endeavour to free Our felx al 
band Ringdout from any fear of danger from the other, by 
diſarming them accozding to the Laws of this Land, a 
ie (hall not faileto fend Our Convnillionfrto the Allen 
bly at the time appointed fo2 it by the Laws of Scotland. 
To conclude, Me deſire and require the Petitioners (as 
becomes good and pious Preachers of the Golpe:]) to ule 
their utmolt endeavours to compoſe any diſtraction in opt: * 
nions, oꝛ miſ-underſtandings,which may.by the Faction of 
tome tarbulent Peifons, be raiſed in the mindes of Our 
gocd Dubzects of that Our Kingdom , and to intuſe into 
them a true lente of Charity, Obedience and Yunallity, the 
great Pzinciples of Cynſttan Religion; That they — | 
not fufter themlelves to ve tranipozted with things they de 
not underitand, oꝛ think themſelves concerned in the Go 
vernment of another Kingdom, becauſe it is not according 
to the Cultding of that in which they live; But that they 
_ vilpole theniſclves with Modeſty and Devotion to che 
Service of Almighty God, with duty and Aﬀection to che 
Obedience of Us and Our Laws, (remembzing the un 
gular Gzace.Favour,and Benignity nde have always eps 
peelledto that Our Native Kingdom) and with Brotheriy 
and Chꝛiſtian Charity one towards another and We doubt 
not but God in his mercy to Us and them will make wig: 
Jnſtruments of his Bleilings upon each other. and both ol 
Ugofa great meaſure of Yappineffe-and Pꝛoſperity to the 


